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a b o u t    t h e    c o m m i s s i o n 

Valiant Skies was commissioned by Kevin Johnson, Travis Downs, and the North Gwinnett Middle School Symphonic Band in 
2018.  It will premiere on March 27th, 2019 at the Music for All Festival at Georgia State University. 

p r o g r a m    n o t e s

"If I was to find a common element that ties together my favorite pieces of music, its a great melody that is able to transform itself 
over the entirety of it’s work.  My goal with Valiant Skies was to do exactly that.   

In order to create a melody that could transform as it moved through various styles and tempi, I knew it had to have a simple 
structure to it.  After trying hundreds of ideas, I finally came upon one that struck a balance between beauty and simplicity that I 
was looking for.  This allowed me to not only create a lush, lyrical opening, but also use that same melody in different variations 

and forms to unify the piece’s moments of joy, conflict, and ultimately triumph. 

As is my usual process, the name Valiant Skies came from the music as I wrote it.  Throughout the entire work, I felt the music 
had a enduring and courageous spirit that kept whispering “valiant” in my ears.  Simultaneously, I kept coming back to a motive 

that ascends up the lydian scale, giving the entire piece a  feeling of taking off into the sky.” 

C h r i s   P i l s n e r 

p e r f o r m a n c e    n o t e s 

During the opening 3 minutes, it is highly recommended that all harmonies stagger breath throughout to make sure there is 
connection to all the music.  The melody should treated in 4-bar phrases. 

Vibraphone player should use very soft mallets at the beginning and move to medium soft mallets during the faster section. 

The faster section can often be conducted in two when the music is more sostenuto. 

a b o u t    t h e    c o m p o s e r 

Composer and conductor Chris Pilsner is becoming an established name in the contemporary classical world. His music for 
orchestra, wind ensemble, and chamber ensembles has been acclaimed by audiences, performers, and conductors worldwide and 

receives hundreds of performances every year. 

Chris’ music has been performed by groups as diverse as professional ensembles, universities, high schools, all-state/honor 
ensembles, and even in Carnegie Hall.  He also works closely with several recording orchestras in Europe including the Scottish 

Session Orchestra, the Budapest Scoring Orchestra, and the Synchron Stage Orchestra in Vienna. 

Chris holds a Masters of Music in Composition at Central Michigan University where he studied with renowned composer David 
Gillingham.  He also holds a Bachelor of Music in Composition and a Bachelor of Music Education from the University of 

Northern Colorado. 

Having taught in public education himself, Chris is an avid supporter of music education and strives to create new and original 
works for young individuals across the world.  He now resides in Colorado where he works as an full-time composer and guest 

conductor. 

Chris is a member of ASCAP and proudly self-published through his publishing company Nox Tenebrae Music. 

Please visit Chris and Nox Tenebrae Music online at www.chrispilsner.com 
or e-mail him at chris@chrispilsner.com
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